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MADE UNDER THE LAW
Travis Sweet

INTRODUCTION1

[W]hen the fulness of the time came, God sent forth his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law (Gal. 4:4).

The above passage is one of the most powerful and profound
passages in the Bible. It is a statement of God's completion of His plan
and His will for all of mankind for all time.

The eternal God, by His own power, brought this plan to fruition
in spite of mankind's ignorance and open rebellion. From the begin-
ning, He promised the coming of His only begotten Son to be the
means of our redemption and eternal salvation. After man's initial sinful
act, our Lord said to Satan: "I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel" (Gen. 3:15). This promise was com-
pleted by Jesus Christ, the Lamb slain "from the foundation of the
world" (Rev. 13:8).

Throughout the Old Testament, Christ's coming was promised.
From His birth to His sacrifice upon the Roman cross, the prophets
pointed to His life. Isaiah prophesied that He would be born of a virgin
as a sign to all of mankind (Isa. 7:14). Later, the same prophet tells us
that this Messiah would be called:

Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his king-
dom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of
Jehovah of hosts will perform this (Isa. 9:6-7).
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He was born exactly as the prophets foretold even though they lived
hundreds of years before the fulfillment.

Isaiah foretold the details of our Lord's death upon the cross about
750 years before that event came to pass. Not only so, the prophet
foretold it as if it were already an accomplished fact, not just a
foretelling of the future. Notice the prophet’s use of the past tense when
wrote: "[H]e was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed" (Isa. 53:5). All those years later, Jesus gave
His life for us to fulfill the Father's plan.

By His Son, Who was "born of a woman, born under the law,” God
implemented His plan and it will be completed as He has said and
according to His time and choice.

"WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME CAME" (Gal. 4:4)
The time of Christ's coming was chosen by God, Himself, not by

man. Human beings want everything to be done according to their own
timetable. Patience is not a virtue that we exhibit too often. This time
was chosen from the beginning because God, in His infinite wisdom
and knowledge, knew that mankind would sin against Him. Man
desired to know the times involved in God’s prophecies, but he could
not. Only God could reveal it. Explaining this point, Peter relates:

... the salvation of your souls. Concerning which salvation the
prophets sought and searched diligently, who prophesied of the
grace that should come unto you: searching what time or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did point
unto, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and
the glories that should follow them (1 Pet. 1:9-11).

When the "fulness of the time came,” it was the best time for all the
things involved in God’s plan to be accomplished. Travel was easier
than it had ever been before due to the road systems established by the
Roman empire. This allowed early Christians to go and take the Gospel
with them wherever they went (Acts 8:4).

Greek was virtually a universal language. When Jesus died and rose
from the grave on the third day, the Gospel message could be shared
throughout the Roman Empire because the people could understand in
that language.

It was the best time because the Jews were looking for the coming
of the Messiah (Christ) as the prophets had foretold. For example,
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Simeon, a priest at the Temple in Jerusalem was "righteous and devout,
looking for the consolation of Israel" (Lk. 2:25). The Lord had
promised Simeon that he would live to see "the Lord's Christ" (Lk.
2:26). Also, Anna who is identified as a prophetess of the tribe of
Asher, upon seeing the baby Jesus, "gave thanks unto God, and spake
of him to all them that were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem"
(Lk. 2:38). Only by Divine power could all of these things come to pass
at the right time and in the right place.

Modern premillennialism says that when Christ came He did not
fulfill God's plan to establish the kingdom because He was rejected by
the first century Jews. If that were true, it would mean that mere man
was able to thwart the will of the eternal God. According to this theory,
the church was established as some sort of an emergency plan or "spare
tire" to hold God's place in the world until Christ could come back to
set up His kingdom and reign for a literal 1,000 years in Jerusalem.
There may be some slight differences from one premillennialist teacher
to another, but this is an accurate summary of their false theory.

What was the message of John the Baptist and Jesus while they
were on the earth? Notice that both expressed the same words concern-
ing the coming of the Lord's kingdom. John said: "Repent ye; for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Mt. 3:2). As Jesus began His personal
ministry, John was delivered up to face death. Our Lord went to
Capernaum in the region of Galilee and began to preach His message.
What did the apostle Matthew tell us that Jesus peached? According to
Matthew, Jesus preached: "Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand" (Mt. 4:17). The idea of "at hand" meant that the time was near
for it to be established.

Was the kingdom "at hand" or not? If Jesus did not fulfill what He
came to do, what does that say about Jesus and John the Baptist? It
would mean that John was a false prophet. Also, it would mean that our
Lord was either delusional or that He was a fraud and a liar. If not, why
not?

If premillennialism were true in its assertions, it would mean that
God is not powerful enough to accomplish His own will. How do
premillennialists know that Jesus or the Father will be strong enough
to establish the kingdom when He comes back again? If He could not
accomplish it the first time, why do they think He will be able to do it
the second time? I suggest that premillennialism is just a glorified name
for infidelity.
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When Christ comes back He will not come to establish His
kingdom and reign 1,000 years in the old city of Jerusalem. Paul tells
us what He will do and why He will do it when the Lord returns. He
declares: "Then cometh the end, when he shall deliver up the kingdom
to God, even the Father; when he shall have abolished all rule and all
authority and power. For he must reign, till he hath put all his enemies
under his feet. The last enemy that shall be abolished is death" (1 Cor.
15:24-26).

Neither the Father nor the Son could be God if mere mortal man
could prevent them from fulfilling God’s eternal plan. Explaining Who
our God is, David states: "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the
Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of
Jehovah, He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in whom I trust"
(Ps. 91:1-2). King David obviously had not consulted with the
premillennialists when he wrote of God's power and help.

Of Himself, God said: "I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty"
(Rev. 1:8). When the apostle John was confronted by Jesus Christ in
His glorified form he could but fall before Him as if he were dead. But
Jesus told John: "Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the Living
one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore, and I have
the keys of death and of Hades" (Rev. 1:17-18). Either God the Father
and Christ the Son are Almighty or they are not. There is no other
alternative. They are what the Bible says they are.

GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON,
BORN (MADE) OF A WOMAN

The Father sent His Only begotten Son to this earth. The Son's
work upon the earth was to render perfect obedience to the will of His
Father so that He could be the perfect sacrifice for the sin of all
mankind for all ages. Speaking of himself, John the Baptist said that he
was not worthy even to carry the shoes of the Christ (Mt. 3:11).
However, Jesus understood that He needed to obey God's command-
ments so that we would be willing to follow His example. When John
challenged Jesus request to be baptized, our Lord answered: "Suffer it
now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness" (Mt. 3:15). He
was the only One who could be baptized to fulfill all righteousness.
After Jesus' obedience in baptism, the Spirit descended upon Him in the
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form of a dove, and from heaven the Father declared: "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Mt. 3:17).

After His initial obedience to the Father's will, He could then offer
the invitation for all to follow Him. His obedient example pointed the
way for us to follow Him today. That is why He said to them (and to us
today): "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls" (Mt.
11:28-29).

Jesus Christ is God's greatest gift to His creation and the center
point of all human history. Without Him we would have no hope and
would be condemned for all eternity. The human race could not (and
cannot) overcome sin without God's reaching down to us through the
Son. That is why Paul penned: "[F]or by grace have ye been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of
works, that no man should glory" (Eph. 2:8-9). Christ is the fulfuliment
of the offer of God's grace to us.

How did God send His Son to this earth? He chose to have Him
born into this world in a way that had never occured before. If the Lord
had entered this world just as everyone else had done it, it would not
have been a sign from God.

Paul tells us that Jesus was "born of a woman.” The King James
Version uses the term "made" in place of “born.” Most other major
translations use the term “born” for His entrance into this life. Brother
Burton Coffman, quoting Huxtable, believed that "made" was a better
translation of the word and idea the Holy Spirit wanted to be conveyed
to us. Coffman wrote: "Such a translation would imply a previous state
of existence (a thought most certainly in the context), whereas born
does not."2

This same principle was taught by John the Baptist at the beginning
of Jesus' personal ministry. The Lord's appointed forerunner said: “This
is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man who is become before
me: for he was before me" (Jn. 1:30). John was certainly acknowledg-
ing the superiority of Jesus in the eternal scheme of things. He also was
pointing out the idea that Jesus had come before him in order of time.
In every way, the Lamb of God was superior to even the greatest of
mankind. He had to be because He was more than man—He was God
Who became man by being born (made) of woman as the Father had
decreed.
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.
All things were made through him; and without him was not
anything made that hath been made ... And the Word became
flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of
the only begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth (Jn.
1:1-3, 14).

Jesus was indeed born of a woman, but there is more to the
thought. He was born of woman as opposed to being born as the result
of the union of a man and a woman. God decreed that the human race
would continue according to His natural, physical laws. After creating
man and woman He then instructed them: "Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth" (Gen. 1:28). With the exception of Adam and
Eve and the miraculous birth of Jesus, everyone else has been born in
the same way.

For the Lord to be different from everyone else, He had to have
different circumstances for His birth into the world. About 750 years
before He came, the Holy Spirit directed Isaiah to foretell the circum-
stance of His birth. Thus, he stated: “Therefore the Lord himself will
give you a sign: behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel" (Isa. 7:14). It would not be a miraculous
sign to the world if He were not born of a virgin. However, a mere man
could not be the father of the Son of God.

Before Jesus' birth, the angel Gabriel came to Mary, a virgin living
in Nazareth. He told her: "[B]ehold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb,
and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Most High" (Lk. 1:31-32). Mary did
not understand how this could be, so Gabriel explained: "The Holy
Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall
overshadow thee: wherefore also the holy thing which is begotten shall
be called the Son of God" (Lk. 1:35).

When the angel appeared to Joseph, Mary's espoused husband, he
explained: "[F]ear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit" (Mt. 1:20). To emphasize the
baby's origin, Gabriel quoted the prophet Isaiah that a virgin would
conceive and bear a son whose name Immanuel meant "God with us"
(Mt. 1:23). Here is God’s confirmation of the completion of His plan
to bring His Son into the world—born of a woman. God was indeed
among His people. Man may deny the virgin birth of Jesus Christ, but
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it is true. As Paul said: "[L]et God be found true, but every man a liar"
(Rom. 3:4).

BORN (MADE) UNDER THE LAW
Jesus Christ was born and brought up subject to the Law of Moses.

The first verse of Matthew tells us that He was the fulfillment of two
of the most important promises in the Old Testament. The first words
in Matthew are: "The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of
David, the son of Abraham" (Mt. 1:1). He was the "Son of David”
because He was of the royal line. He would ascend to the throne of
King David. Jesus was the "Son of Abraham" because He came to
fulfill the covenants which God gave to His people under both the
Patriarchal Law and the Law of Moses.

When our Lord was born into this world, Joseph and Mary, being
faithful to the requirements of the Law, took Him to the temple to make
the necessary sacrifices.

And when the days of their purification according to the law of
Moses were fulfilled, they brought him up to Jerusalem, to
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord) and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in
the law of the Lord (Lk. 2:22-24).

As the child Jesus grew and matured, He continued to keep the Law
of Moses. Luke is the only New Testament writer who gives us some
background into Jesus' childhood and period of development. He
showed the Lord as a model of one being subject to the Law in all areas
of life. Luke recorded: "And the child grew, and waxed strong, filled
with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him ... And Jesus
advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men" (Lk.
2:40, 52). As Jesus grew up in His earthly parents home, He demon-
strated by His actions that He was subject to them and to God's Law for
that time period.

When Jesus embarked on His personal ministry, He kept the Law
of Moses; however, He did sometimes break the customs and traditions
of the elders, rabbis and other teachers of the Law. When He was
questioned by the scribes and Pharisees concerning His disciples not
engaging in the ceremonial washing of their hands before eating, He
showed them that by their customs and traditions they, not He nor His
disciples, were transgressing the Law (Mt. 15:2). In fact, they vainly
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attempted to think up ways to circumvent the obvious requirements of
the Law when it suited their desires. They even refused to take
responsibility for their own indigent parents, claiming that their
keeping of the Law prevented it (Mt. 15:5). By keeping their own
invented customs and traditions over the actual commandments of the
Law, they made void the Word of God. Jesus described their perverted
sense of obligation to the traditions of mere men over the command-
ments of God in the Law of Moses as hypocrisy (Mt. 15:7-9).

When Jesus healed a woman on the Sabbath day, the ruler of the
Synagogue was more concerned that He broke their Sabbath traditions
than with the fact that a woman had been miraculously healed. Our
Lord pointed out to them that they would pull their ox out of the ditch
on the Sabbath day. It was the pinnacle of hypocrisy to think more of
an ox than of "a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan had bound, lo,
these eighteen years" (Lk. 13:16). Again, He broke their traditions and
customs, but He perfectly kept the Law of Moses.

Jesus was accused of blasphemy and being demon-possessed
because He claimed to have been sent down from Heaven. The ultimate
insult to the sensibilities of the Pharisees was His claim that Abraham
rejoiced to see His coming. Notice their reaction to Jesus' statement:
"Before Abraham was born, I am" (Jn. 8:58). They recognized that He
was claiming to be "I am," as when God revealed Himself to Moses in
the wilderness (Ex. 3:14). Instead of challenging His claim, they took
up stones to stone Him to death. They could not stand before the
absolute Truth of Christ's Word so they reacted as man so often
does—they wanted to destroy Him.

Scriptures provide numerous examples of Jesus' subjection to the
Law of Moses. Near the beginning of His personal ministry, Jesus
returned to Nazareth. On the Sabbath Day, He entered the synagogue,
"as his custom was" (Lk. 4:16). As the Law required, our Lord went to
the place of worship on the Sabbath as did others of His day.

In fact, Jesus kept the Law of Moses perfectly. He was the only one
who ever did so. When questions arose concerning whether or not it
was necessary for Gentile Christians to keep the Law of Moses, Peter
asked His fellow Jewish Christians: “[W]hy make ye trial of God, that
ye should put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples which neither our
fathers nor we were able to bear?" (Acts 15:10). At that time, neither
the Jews nor the Gentiles had to keep the Law because Jesus had kept
it perfectly and took it out of the way when He was nailed to the cross
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(Col. 2:13-14). The writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus "hath been in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. 4:15). The Law
required a perfect, sinless sacrifice so that God's will could be com-
pleted and our salvation could be freely extended.

How do we know that He was the perfect sacrifice? God’s Word
shows this fact on several occasions. It is said of Jesus that through
Him we receive all we need. "For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ" (Jn. 1:17). When John the
Baptist saw Jesus coming, he confirmed who the Master is by exclaim-
ing: "Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world"
(Jn. 1:29).

Our redemption from sin comes as a result of God's intervention by
His perfect sacrifice on the cross. Peter made it plain to us that the
blood of Christ was the purchase price of our sin before a righteous
God when he stressed: "[K]nowing that ye were redeemed, not with
corruptible things, with silver or gold, from your vain manner of life
handed down from your fathers; but with precious blood, as of a lamb
without spot, even the blood of Christ" (1 Pet. 1:18-19).

Jesus not only offered His blood as the price of our redemption,
giving His life on the cross, He also completed and fulfilled the Law
and all of its requirements. As He died for you and me, He cried out: "It
is finished" (Jn. 19:30). It was not just that Jesus’ life was ending,
God's eternal plan was being completed by His ultimate act of
obedience to His Father.

Notice, He came to complete and fulfill the Law, not to destroy it.
Destruction of the Law would have taken away the eternal truths within
it. But He came to fulfill the Law by perfect obedience to His Father.
Jesus preached: “Think not that I came to destroy the law or the
prophets: I came not to destroy, but to fulfil" (Mt. 5:17). He accom-
plished His mission. By doing so, we do not have to keep the Law of
Moses. We are under the "new covenant; not of the letter, but of the
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life" (2 Cor. 3:6).

WHAT IS THE RESULT OF GOD'S PLAN?
Jesus fulfilled God's eternal plan for our salvation and the establish-

ment of His prophesied eternal kingdom. Because this promise was
completed, it makes sense for us to place our faith in our Lord's
promises regarding the end of time. He promised that as long as the
world stands, He is in charge of all things. This is contrary to what
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many people seem to think in our time. Instead of the dire predictions
of mankind destroying the planet, Earth, what did God say? He said:
“While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat,
and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease" (Gen. 8:22).
I trust His promise more than anything man says. There will be an end
of the physical universe and of time, but only He will determine when
that will occur. He "hath appointed a day in which he will judge the
world" (Acts 17:31).

God’s faithful will be abundantly rewarded. If we are in Christ, we
are God’s children and heirs of His eternal blessings (Gal. 4:5-7). The
greatest things in life that we now have cannot be seriously compared
with what we will receive. "For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall
be revealed to us-ward" (Rom. 8:18). We human beings are totally
incapable of comprehending the glory of God and His rewards awaiting
His people.

As great as those blessings will be, there will also be unimaginable
horror for those who reject God and His Word. He will punish the
rebellious. Our God is a God of love, mercy and grace. He is such to
perfection. However, He is also a God of infinite justice and righteous-
ness. He will not allow sin in His presence. Sin must be forgiven or
punished. When Christ comes again, He will render "vengeance to
them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from
the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might" (2 Thess. 1:8-9).

CONCLUSION
God's plan for mankind was eternal as He is. Jesus came to this

earth in the time the Father chose. He was born of a virgin. He lived
and died as a Jew living under the Law of Moses. This was His plan
from the beginning, even before the world was formed. It will be
completed according to God's good pleasure (2 Pet. 3:9-13).

What is the future for us? Time will end. Judgment and eternity
await. "As I live, saith the Lord, to me every knee shall bow, And every
tongue shall confess to God. So then each one of us shall give account
of himself to God" (Rom. 14:11-12). We must be ready.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the American Standard Version
unless otherwise noted.
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2 James Burton Coffman, Commentary on Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
and Colossians (Austin, TX: Firm Foundation Publishing House, 1977), 74.
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